Dear  (Title & Name),

I am very disappointed with Barbara Lifton’s introduction of Senate Bill S00334/Assembly Bill A6447, legislation to suspend the establishment of charter schools. This is a thinly-veiled attempt to shut down New Roots Charter School in Ithaca.  I'm discouraged by Assemblywoman Lifton’s unwillingness to learn all the facts, not only about charter school funding in general, but about New Roots Charter School in particular. New Roots will not "drain" the "scarce" resources of the district. It's outrageous to make such claims when the financial facts are readily available. 

The approval of New Roots Charter School is due in no small part to the pent-up demand in the Ithaca community for greater educational choice, a demand created by the Ithaca City School District's failure to respond to this community call over the past few decades.  The ICSD certainly does an excellent job of serving the needs of some children, but by its own account is failing many others. Something new is desperately needed, and charter schools can fill that need by providing innovative, tuition-free public education.

Further, New Roots is an innovative school that will create standards-based sustainability curriculum and practices that can be used by high schools across New York State. This work responds to the call of our state, national, and international leaders to transform educational practices in the service of greater community sustainability.  Can we afford to delay this work, given the economic, social and environmental crisis that plagues our country and our planet?  In this time more than ever, our state leaders need to be forward-thinking--able to see the big picture and respond thoughtfully to the complexities of Ithaca's educational and financial issues. 

I expect my elected representatives to show more informed understanding and leadership than Assemblywoman Lifton has shown by introducing this deeply flawed legislation. I trust you will not support her efforts to undermine New Roots Charter School’s legally granted charter contract.

Sincerely,

(Your name and Address)
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The Hon. David A. Paterson
Governor 
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224 
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Email via the Governor’s web site:  

www.ny.gov/governor 

Select “Contact the Governor” link on left side of front page.

 

The Hon. Malcolm A. Smith
Senate Majority Leader

909 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
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Fax:  (518) 455-2816

masmith@senate.state.ny.us
 

 

The Hon. Sheldon Silver

Assembly Speaker

932 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248
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Speaker@assembly.state.ny.us
 

The Hon. Barbara Lifton

New York State Assembly

106 East Court Street
Ithaca, NY 14850
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The Hon. Catherine Nolan

New York State Assembly

836 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248
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NolanC@assembly.state.ny.us
 

The Hon. Michael F. Nozzolio

New York State Senate

Room 409 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
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Fax: (518)426-6953

Email via Sen. Nozzolio’s web site:

www.senatornozzolio.com
 

 

The Hon. Suzi Oppenheimer

New York State Senate

515 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 12247
Tel:  [image: image78]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/famfamfam/us.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image79]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image80]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image81]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/arrow.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image82]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image83]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image84]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image85]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image86]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image87]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image88]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image89](518) 455-2031[image: image90]
Fax:  (518) 426-6860

Email via Sen. Oppenheimer’s web site:  www.nyssenate37.com
 

 

The Hon. James L. Seward

New York State Senate

Room 917 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
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Email via Sen. Seward’s web site: 

www.senatorjimseward.com
 

 

The Hon. George H. Winner, Jr.

New York State Senate

Room 814
Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
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Fax: (518) 426-6976

Email via Sen. Winner’s web site: 

www.nyssenate53.com
